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Recognizing Plagiarism and Avoiding it
Plagiarism is indeed complex and it can only be avoided when one understands how to recognize the elements that constitute plagiarism and does the best to avoid such actions in their writing. Plagiarism constitutes fraud which ranges from taking someone’s ideas and presenting them as one’s own or using pieces of information from a source without giving credit to the source (IParadigms, 2014). Ideas are intellectual property and are therefore protected by the law.
Plagiarism can be recognized by checking the elements that constitute plagiarism. One way is checking the similarity of a piece of writing to another or a source. The higher the similarity in terms of sentence structure and sequence of words and ideas, the higher the extent of plagiarism (IParadigms, 2014). The second way that plagiarism can be recognized is checking if the words or ideas borrowed from a source are accompanied by appropriate crediting of the authors. Failure to credit the source of information constitutes plagiarism (IParadigms, 2014). The third way of recognizing plagiarism is checking whether the credit to sources of information is given correctly, citing sources of information incorrectly constitutes plagiarism. Therefore, is there is no proper credit given to the source of information, that indicates plagiarism in a piece of writing (Walden University, n.d.)). Last but not list, plagiarism can be recognized by excessive use of ideas and information from a source that it makes up the majority of the piece of writing (IParadigms, 2014). Even if properly cites, such acts constitute plagiarism because the writer might just have changed words but not the sentence structure and therefore increasing the similarity.
Regarding the second passage, the student massively plagiarized the original source of information by merely changing the words of the original source and presenting them as his or her own. Furthermore, plagiarism is to a high extent, brought about by the fact that most of the writing in the student passage is made up of the original information in the first passage even though the student has cited. The first example of a plagiarized sentence from the original passage is “Biomedical researchers incorporate strict rules of science into their work, which is examined by peers.” This sentence in the student’s writing is a plagiarism of this part of the original passage; “Although biomedical research incorporates rigorous scientific rules and is often critically scrutinized by peers, …”. The student states the same thing about scientific research applying strict rules and being reviewed by peers just as it is in the original passage without appropriately paraphrasing.
The second example of a sentence indicating plagiarism in the student’s writing is “Yet the resulting information can be warped for five reasons: ending a study too soon, not publishing negative results, publishing results too early, skimming over or ignoring drawbacks, and ‘buffing’ the results by showing them in the best light”. This statement, even though is part of the words placed in quotation marks, indicates that the student is trying to paraphrase the original passage but fails to do so appropriately. He instead plagiarizes the original passage by using the same words and in the same sentence structure as the original. For example, the student uses “warped by” just the way it is in the original passage. “The student also uses the words “ending the study too soon”, “buffing”, “skimming over” just as plainly as they are used in the original passage. This is direct copying of words from the original passage and presenting them as his or her own.
An example of how the student would have avoided plagiarism in this passage would be written this way;
Even though researchers in the field of biomedicine cautiously conduct their research by strictly following the set guidelines, problems are set to arise when sometimes interests conflict with the set rules or the desire to win the trust of consumers remains paramount. Issues such as premature termination of research studies and failure to report unwanted or unexpected effects or outcomes of the study, coupled with things such as giving a blind eye to the disadvantages of the study can negatively impact the information published from such studies (Crossen, 1994, pp. 166-167). This way, the writing has found a scholarly voice without copying information directly from the original source and also, appropriate credit has been given to the source.
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